
An evening of fine wine and live jazz

free from homelessness and family violence

featuring  the smokey, soulful   
jazz of The Gold Souls

MAY 17, 2019 
 6:00pm – 9:00pm

ALTA MIRA CLUB 
561 LAFAYETTE AVE. 

SAN LEANDRO



Best wishes and  
congratulations 

to Building 
Futures on your 

many years  
of fine work.

Williams Familyth
e



WELCOME TO JAZZ IT UP! 2019
100% of the proceeds from this fundraising event will 
support our homeless, domestic violence and housing 

services in Alameda County.

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

6pm Refreshments

 Music

 Silent auction opens  
in the West Room

Awards Ceremony

Live performance by The Gold Souls

Courtney Hartman, PsyD, performs song 
“Mama” on Domestic Violence

8:15 Silent Auction Closes

8:45 Raffle drawing

9pm Farewells

Want to continue the party tonight?
Gather a few blocks away, at the newly opened Papaitos

Have a beverage or a bite to eat tonight until 10:30pm

Healthy, contemporary Latin American cuisine enhancing old  
world traditions with a modern flair

Papaito Rotisserie & Antigua Coffee 
Creekside Plaza, 500 Davis St., San Leandro  

510-352-3300 • www.papaitorotisserie.com
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OUR MISSION

Building Futures’ mission is to build communities with 

underserved families and individuals where they are safely 

housed, free from homelessness and family violence. 

OUR PROGRAMS 

Emergency Shelters (Midway, San Leandro, Sister 

Me Home and Winter Warming Shelters), Domestic 

Violence Counseling, support and education, and an 

array of Housing Services to get families and individuals 

permanently housed.
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TONIGHT’S ENTERTAINMENT

THE GOLD 
SOULS
The Gold Souls 
are bringing 
their smokey 
soulful sounds 
to the Northern 
California scene 
and beyond. 
Drawing from 
a variety of 
influences and 
experiences, they 
deliver captivating lyrics and fresh arrangements over a 
vintage sound. 

Led by the dynamic Juniper Waller, the group is made up 
of young talent hailing from the Bay and Sacramento areas. 
With Darius Upshaw on guitar, Alex Severson on the keys, 
San Leandro native Billy D. Thompson on the drums, and 
Jace Dorn on bass, each member has a hand in writing 
and song composition, making The Gold Souls a truly 
collaborative effort.

Their newest single, “True Blue,” was produced/engineered 
by multi-Grammy winner Timothy Bloom and was released 
on February 12, 2019, followed by a spring tour.

CATERING 

We hope you enjoy the delicious 
Middle-Eastern specialties, prepared 
and served by local, woman-owned 
favorite, Reem’s California! The chef 
was recently recognized with a 
James Beard Award for their cuisine.



PRESENTING OUR HONOREES

SUPERVISOR WILMA CHAN 
Dedicated public servant and champion  

of families and children

TOM LAUDERBACH  
Local affordable housing developer  

and star volunteer

MERIDETH MEHLBERG 
Career strategist, coach and  

volunteer extraordinaire

TO PRESENT THE AWARDS THIS 
EVENING, BUILDING FUTURES IS 

HONORED TO WELCOME

San Leandro Mayor  
Pauline Cutter 

& 
Alameda Mayor  

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft



HONOREES

SUPERVISOR WILMA CHAN
Dedicated public servant and champion 
of families and children

Alameda County Supervisor Wilma 
Chan is a lifelong community leader 
working tirelessly on behalf of families 
and children. Her partnership with 
Building Futures and support spans years, 
extending across the breadth of our 
services. 

“Homelessness and domestic violence can happen to anyone,” 
explains Supervisor Chan. “I believe in Building Futures and the 
essential services they provide.” 

Four years into the great recession, Supervisor Chan allocated 
$50,000 to ensure that the doors of the San Leandro Shelter 
stayed open. Supervisor Chan has also been a staunch advocate 
for domestic violence services. In 2013, she spoke passionately at 
Building Futures’ Speakout Against Domestic Violence at Alameda 
City Hall. 

In 2014, Supervisor Chan was instrumental in the opening of 
Building Futures’ San Leandro Warming Shelter. And last year, 
alongside Building Futures, the City of Alameda, and Alameda’s 
faith community, she helped establish a winter warming shelter 
program there. 

During the great recession, Supervisor Chan launched the 
Human Impact Budget (HiB) to shine a light on the impacts of 
the recession and the subsequent $15 billion in state budget cuts 
to the social safety net. The HiB shared the stories of people 
impacted by these cuts, provided facts regarding these trends, 
and empowered people to take action.

On the 50th Anniversary of the War on Poverty, Supervisor Chan 
created ALL IN Alameda County, a multi-sector collaboration that 
seeks to help individuals and families move from poverty to self-
sufficiency. The initiative focuses on educational opportunities, 
economic empowerment and basic needs. ALL IN has developed 
an innovative program called Food As Medicine that has created 
“food pharmacies” at community health clinics. This program has 
helped reduce food insecurity and health disparities.

In 2016, Supervisor Chan led an effort to support Measure A1, a 
$580 million affordable housing bond, which passed with 73.3% 



TOM LAUDERBACH
Local affordable housing developer and 
star volunteer

Tom Lauderbach calls himself lucky to 
be welcomed so warmly into a women-
centric organization like Building Futures. 

Tom, a local affordable housing 
developer, was part of the search for 
Sister Me Home’s current site in the 
mid-nineties. In the early 2000s, he 

headed the original development of Bessie Coleman Court. He 
also helped at Midway’s opening, replacing the original kitchen 
and common building, and the San Leandro Shelter’s major 
renovation in 2005. 

But Tom’s involvement with Building Futures didn’t end with 
renovating sites. Every year, Tom heads seasonal Easter egg, 
pumpkin carving, and gingerbread house craft events with the 
children at all four residential sites. The twelve annual craft 
events began as a way to give the staff a break, and the kids 
something fun and different to do. 

Over the years, Tom has seen new families arrive at the San 
Leandro and Midway Shelters and helped mark their departure 
when they left the shelters for housing. He says that at the Safe 
House, he has felt the most honored to be invited. 

Well over a decade in, Tom has no plans to stop volunteering. 
“At Bessie Coleman Court, the kids remember me because some 
have been there several years, Tom says. “When they see me 
coming, they say, ‘Here comes the Pumpkin Man!’ Mothers and 
grandmothers greet me.”

Building Futures thanks Tom Lauderbach for all he has done to 
ensure our service sites are strong, and the children and families 
know the fun and normalcy of spending an evening with crafts. 
With characteristic humility, Tom says only, “I have met hundreds 
of great children and moms. I have experienced the privilege of 
being invited in and always welcomed.”

(continued from prevous page) 

of the vote. To date, A1 has funded 2,500 units of affordable 
housing, 800 of which are designated for those experiencing 
homelessness. Building Futures extends deep gratitude to 
Supervisor Wilma Chan for her many years of friendship, 
advocacy, and support.



MERIDETH MEHLBERG
Career strategist, coach and volunteer extraordinaire 

When Merideth Mehlberg’s children were 3 and 4 years old, she 
to help them understand the spirit of holiday giving. She met 
a Building Futures staff member at an Alameda Chamber of 
Commerce gathering. “I learned that toys are always donated 
in abundance, but what was really needed was pajamas and 
slippers for the children staying at Midway,” she remembers.

Merideth lost no time obtaining a list of Midway kids and moms. 
Then she activated her network of contacts and placed an ad in 

the local newspaper. The 
Jammie Drive was born! 

The first year, the Jammie 
Drive’s aim was to provide 
pajamas and slippers for 
every child staying at 
Midway. Six years later, 
the event has snowballed, 
thanks to word of mouth 
and the generosity of 
Alameda families. Last 
year, the project provided 
gifts for 174 children 
and mothers staying at 

Midway, Bessie Coleman Court, the San Leandro Shelter, and 
Sister Me Home safe house as well as those who had been 
recently housed. 

Because the Jammie drive culminates in a large December event, 
space, entertainment, activities, food, and a photographer must 
be booked far in advance. The Jammie Drive depends heavily on 
data—and lots and lots of volunteers. 

“Shopping for the gifts is the fun part,” Merideth says. “Mothers 
in particular feel good about helping other women—and helping 
their children to understand 
the importance of giving.” 
The annual Jammie Drive has 
truly become part of the fabric 
of Alameda’s community. 
Building Futures salutes star 
volunteer Merideth Mehlberg, 
her family, the Jammie Drive 
team, and all who participate.  

Four of the six core organizers of 
the Jammie Drive Team in 2017: Lynn 
Landry, Lainie Acasio, Merideth and 

Kimberlee Macvicar



WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.
Kaiser Permanente is a proud supporter of Building Futures.

At Kaiser Permanente, we don’t see health as an industry. We see it as a cause. That’s  
why we’re excited to be a part of the Jazz It Up! benefit gala for Building Futures. Our 
doors, hearts and minds are always open to help every last one of you thrive. Learn  
more at kp.org.



Celebrating an 
organization 
that makes a 
difference

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
All rights reserved. 
PDS-1467159

Finding a purposeful way to assist one another, turning belief into 
action, and working toward this ideal — these are the driving forces 
that lift up humanity and make a difference, one person at a time.

Wells Fargo salutes Building Futures.



We applaud  
Building Futures  

and your service to  
the community over  

the last 31 years. 

We are honored to have 
been part of your work 
since the early years! 

Nancy  
&  

Michael  
Pretto



Erica Marr  - CFO / Realtor  
(DRE# 01274733)          
   510-418-6432 
                            erica@communityrealty.co 
 
 Community Realty & Investments  
 proudly supports: Building Futures 

 
BUY, SELL 
 OR RENT. 
510-418-6432 

Community Realty & Investments 
     1032 E. 14th Street San Leandro, CA 94577 (BRE: 01925945) 



UPS Northern California District





SPECIAL THANKS!

Building Futures deeply 

appreciates the very 

generous gift of our 

anonymous donors who 

are once again providing a 

free week at their luxurious 

condominium in Costa Rica 

for our grand raffle prize.



Congratulations, Tom. 
I’m so glad you are being 
recognized for your work 

over the years.

—Sanjay Madan

•FRIENDS OF TOM •



Thank you, Tom 
“the Pumpkin Man” 
Lauderbach 

for all these years 
volunteering and helping 
Building Futures’ kids, 
families, and survivors of 
domestic violence smile 
and thrive!

—Rob & Emily Rich

Thank you to the following  
“Friends of Tom Lauderbach”  
who made special donations  

in his honor!

Bonnewit Development  
Services

Dana Cordeiro 

Irving Gonzales  
of Gonzales Architects  

Carolyn & Kevin Knudtson 

Sanjay Madan

Donna Mason  

Rob & Emily Rich

Leah Segawa

Willie Pettus Architect

• FRIENDS OF TOM •

• FRIENDS OF TOM •

natalie@bonnewit.com
510.325.3601

www.bahousingpeople.com
www.bonnewit.com
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Congratulations on 
30 years of providing much 

needed services to the 
community. 

Congratulations on  
30 years of service! 
The City of San Leandro is proud 
to support Building Futures in 
combating homelessness and 
family violence. Working together 
with local community organizations 
helps us be more effective in 
ensuring that our residents’ needs 
are met. Thank you for all you do and 
for providing the services you do. We 
look forward to our continued partnership 
and celebrating the next anniversary of your 
successful programs.

1045 MacArthur Blvd. 
San Leandro, CA 94577 

(510) 351-7460
http://mcdermottcosta.com
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Congratulations on 
30 years of providing much 

needed services to the 
community. 

Congratulations on  
30 years of service! 
The City of San Leandro is proud 
to support Building Futures in 
combating homelessness and 
family violence. Working together 
with local community organizations 
helps us be more effective in 
ensuring that our residents’ needs 
are met. Thank you for all you do and 
for providing the services you do. We 
look forward to our continued partnership 
and celebrating the next anniversary of your 
successful programs.

VDay East Bay donated proceeds from ticket sales to Building 
Futures, and the theatre piece was directed by Courtney 

Hartman, PsyD, who was a clinical trainee working with women 
and children at Building Futures in 2012. She is grateful to be 
able to use this powerful women’s movement to contribute to 

the continuation of the important services that Building Futures 
provides to the community. 

Congratulations to Building Futures  
for over thirty years of service to the 

local community!



Congratulates  
Building Futures on  

31 awesome years of 
service to the East Bay.

www.DarkHeartNursery.com
@DHNCLONES



Juan & 
Evelyn 

González

1332 E 14TH ST. 
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94577

(510) 614-2020 

FLORESOPTOMETRY.COM 



www.midpen-housing.org

Building Communities, Changing Lives.

Gaye 
Eisenlord

Nat  
— & — 
Kera 
Binns



We look forward to our continued partnership.

The Alliance is honored to join  
Building Futures in celebrating another year  

of successful service to our community. 

Deni Adaniya  
— & — 

Kevin Connolly

Gayle Thomas  
— & —  

Mike Williams

Solar Installation
Residential Electrical

EV Charger Installation

510-734-7157



Carla Dartis  
— & — 

Steve Carter

Thank you Building Futures  
for your help in serving  

San Leandro’s Community!

BEST PRICE 
FURNITURE

5424 International Blvd., Oakland

www.bestpriceoakland.com

Visit us! Best Price Furniture  
is a family-owned and operated 

local business.



Thank you for the time  
donated in planning, shopping 

selecting and arranging our 
flowers and centerpices, 

mother and daughter team of 

Posh Occasions
Wilma Germany & Rhoda 

Germany Whitfield

26

Thank you to Building Futures  
for all that you do in service to  

our community.

853

Proud  
Sponsors  

of Building  
Futures
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Thank you to Building Futures  
for all that you do in service to  

our community.

853

Proud  
Sponsors  

of Building  
Futures

SPECIAL THANKS 

Yvonne Day-Rodriguez of Y. Day Designs

Nang-keo Duarte & Lisa Wong of Parity Events

Photographer Alain McLaughlin

#DVT2019

ANNOUNCING DATES  
FOR OUR ANNUAL

40-HOUR  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

COUNSELOR TRAINING

Six Fridays beginning 
9/6/2019

Registration deadline is 
8/23/2019

Jessica Rogers  
Building Futures  

510-357-0205 x207  
 jrogers@bfwc.org



h THANK YOU SILENT AUCTION DONORS h

Alameda County  
Fair Association

Alameda Theatre 3 
Cineplex

Alma Acupuncture

Aqua Adventure 
Waterpark

Aquarium of the 
Pacific

Asian Art Museum

Berkeley Iron Works

Berkeley Symphony

Bette’s Oceanview 
Diner

Bladium Sports & 
Fitness Club

Buffalo Bill’s 
Brewery

C’era Una Volta 
Italian Restaurant

California 
Shakespeare 

Theater

Centered Studio 
Pilates

Cheesecake Factory

Cleophus Quealy 
Beer Co.

Cline Family Cellars

Commonwealth 
Club

Concannon 
Vineyard

DMA Organizing

Dogpatch Boulders

Drake’s Brewing 
Company

Endure Painting, Inc.

Enliven Skincare by 
Natasha

Estudillo Produce

Faction Brewing

Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco

Flourish by Design

Freight & Salvage

Future Vanity/
Novelty

Gary Huffman  
& Joe Valetti

Golden State 
Warriors

Grand Lake Theater

Habanas Cuban 
Bistro Alameda



Habitot Children’s 
Museum

Heather Beales

Iceland

Kay Does Hair

Ladera Winery

Lindsay Wildlife 
Experience

Massage Envy

McKahn Family 
Cellars

Merideth Mehlberg 
International

Miraglia Catering

New Parkway 
Theater

Oakland A’s

Oakland Hills  
Tennis Club

Oakland Zoo

Pam Mack

Peju Winery

Pier 39

Planet Granite

Re/Max Accord

Rialto Cinemas

Robert Stebbins

San Francisco Giants

Scandia Golfland

Semifreddi’s

SFJAZZ

Smuin Contemporary 
Ballet

Sonoma Raceway

Sons of Liberty 
Alehouse

Square One Yoga

Tahoe Donner 
Association

Teni East Kitchen

The Crucible

The Melting Pot

Total Wine & More

Touchstone Climbing

Trader Joe’s



1. Be a dinner cook! Provide 
dinner for 25 children 
and mothers at either our 
San Leandro or Midway 
Shelter

2. Organize a drive for 
wish list items with your 
company, faith group, 
community organization 
or neighborhood 

3. Make a donation in honor 
of a special person for 
a birthday, anniversary, 
Mother’s Day, or in 
memoriam

4. Volunteer

5. Follow us! Sign up for our 
e-newsletter 

Contact Naima to get  
started with items 1-5. 

6. Include us in your estate 
planning and leave a 
legacy

7. Host a house party 

8. Make a donation 

9. Give through your 
workplace payroll 
deduction

10. Join our Circle of 
Strength as a monthly 
donor

Contact Ana to get started 
with items 6-10. 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US

Thank you for attending our 
gala! Stay in touch with us!

Ana Maria Mahiri 
Director of Development and 
Communications  
510-924-3090 
amahiri@bfwc.org

Naima Ezana 
Development Manager  
510-924-3092 
nezana@bfwc.org

Joyce Van Scoy 
Development Assistant 
510-357-0205 x203 
jvanscoy@bfwc.org

Liz Varela 
Executive Director 
(510) 357-0205 x202 
lvarela@bfwc.org

TEN WAYS YOU CAN HELP

FOLLOW US ON  
SOCIAL MEDIA!

!
building.futures. 

san.leandro

"
buildingfuture5



IMPACT by the NUMBERS
Building Futures is proud to share the numbers behind the individuals 
and families we helped between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Every 
person served is a story of resilience and courage.

OUR MISSION To build communities with underserved individuals 
and families, where they are safely and supportively housed, free from 
homelessness and domestic violence.

homeless adults and children 
supported in our rapid rehousing 

and permanent supportive 
housing programs

 
calls for shelter, housing and 
domestic violence assistance 

nights of shelter provided to 324 
people at the Midway Shelter, 

San Leandro Shelter, Sister 
Me Home and San Leandro 

Warming Shelter

 
 
 

individuals received domestic 
violence education, counseling, 
intervention and safety planning

 
 
 

volunteer service hours

 
 

people helped by our street 
outreach teams in Alameda and 

San Leandro

 
 
 
 

114 business, clubs and faith 
groups donated to support 
people rebuilding their lives 

 
 
 

 
 

 
gifts of goods and services

28,138

358
6,662

$165,446

4,162

$150,000

232

344

free from homelessness and family violence

BUILDING FUTURES
1395 Bancroft Ave. San Leandro, CA 94577 • 510-357-0205  

www.bfwc.org • ½ building.futures.san.leandro •  Ä @buildingfuture5



free from homelessness and family violence

100% of proceeds will support our homelessness,  
domestic violence and housing services 

RAFFLE GRAND PRIZE

Vacation package to Costa 

Rica: Beautiful condo right 

on the beach and three 

round trip flights! 

One week in tropical 

paradise:  2 bed/2 bath 

vacation home, sleeps six! 

“Fabulous condo with an ocean 
view and short walk to the 

beach! Wonderful amenities, 
comfy beds, fully-stocked 

kitchen, BBQ and swimming 
pool. Loved my stay!” 
–Jean Hom, Board Member

RAFFLE TICKETS
1/$25 or 5/$100

Costa Rica’s tropical Guanacaste Province is home to white 
sandy beaches, and clear, calm waters, cradled among rolling 
hills, lush tropical forests, volcanos, surfing sites, rare bird 
species, and more!

Condo has an amazing view of Potrero 
Beach from its top floor, sleeps 6 with king 
bed, 2 twins and foldout bed. Beachfront 
Condo has private balcony dining, grill, 
new kitchen, AC and laundry. Condo 
complex has beachside pool. Five minutes 
from famous beaches: Playa Flamingo, La 
Penca, Prieta and Azucar. Enjoy a walk to 
beachfront dining, upscale shopping. 

Includes roundtrip flights from Oakland to 
Costa Rica on Southwest for three people, 
or to/from anywhere in the continental US. 

FOR DETAILS 
www.bfwc.org • 510-924-3092 • nezana@bfwc.org

*Condo vacation dates to be arranged with donor and subject to 
availability, used prior to 11/15/19. Need not be present to win.

THANK YOU!
Vacation package arranged by 

members of our board
Flights donated by Community 

Realty and Investments

Raffle and Silent Auction close at 8:15pm!     
Be sure to bid and purchase raffle tickets early in the evening!


